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In a role-playing session, Dean Liakas, left, and Dave Pokhan practice interviewing techniques at Morristown High School. The training sessions
are prepping the mentors at the school's Science Academy for how to deal with incoming freshmen.



ﬂ‘een mentors train to help 9t11-graders
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The life of an incoming high
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e its long list of clubs — one
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M advocacy, another for

anime, not to mention
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‘comers.

. “It's so confusing,” said

Heal _Imis.lﬁ a petite junior

recalls feeling swamped as a

. “If I had a senior
would help me go around and

figure out where my classes were,

that really would have helped.”

. 8o, in an effort to ease the tran-

ting ready to serve as peer

Patrick Fennell, who led the training, said the key is for mentors to
draw out the younger students’ ideas on solving problems, and to

respect those ideas.

Science Academy — are due to

ﬂnwgPtttookmgagotomder-

meet for the first time at the high stand.

school on May 23.

“It’s always nice to have some-
one you can ask for help for home-
work and anything you need to
talk about,” Lewis said. “Some-
body who's not a parent or a
teacher, who might have gone

The mentors-to-be gave up 20
lunch periods for United Way
training sessions, where they
leamed about everything from re-
specting other people’s values to
knowing when to alert teachers or
authorities that a student may be

The lm'_v is for mentors to draw
out the younger students’ ideas on |

solving problems, and to respect

But it's one thing to talk about
being a good mentor, and another
thing to do it.

So Fennell watched as the up-
perclassmen practiced their skills
in role-play sessions.

Junior Julia Walter played a shy
freshman who was crumbling
under her peers’ relentless teasing.

Her role-play mentor, Eric
Smith, 16, sympathized, then
asked if she might do something
“crazy,” like hurting herself or
someone else.

Fennell praised Smith for
catching on to signs of trouble and
knowing he should alert an adult.

[See PEERS, Page 48]







